
-The Dish :nan Family Ncv1s Page 7 

~ HJSTOJt[ OF THE TGIH OF DlSJIK\H 

Mz:o. A. T. Dishman, atreotio~to]T knovn .W tho "Father or Dishman oamo 

'to the SpolraDG caroa in l88a .trclll lrsntuoq. Dis Dative otnte vas Vi.rg1ida. 

Tho town ot Dishmo.n took ito tlliDlO vhen Mr. Dishman started hia oporatiom in 

· 1889. It that tim, the Vallo~ vao entireJ.y cowred with bunoh-grass, 

llbarol.ly 1ntoreporsed vith ountlowora. There were onl,y 3 or 4 Eorms botveen 

D1alunan run Spokane at that Umo. The Road trom DiaJmvm to Spokane Bridge, 

oorroaponded _ahsoot exaotl.y vith t.ha old liillan TraU. The rarmars triod 

raising appl.ea but found d1trloult7 in aoouring the correot variety o£ apples 

tor tho alitaate and aoll aDd thereCara t.hq gradual.JT discontinued a.ppl.o 

growing except ror hona UBe and began to grov those edibles vhioh tho soU vas 

bettor adapted to, as thoy thon bellewd. Berrioo, grapos nnd mlono grev 

reJDarkabJJ" well in the Vri.l.l.oy run lator tho aroa l111"1Jnrs tOUild tl» apple 

induntry a rlourioldng allfierprise • Mr. Diahman1s f'irst buoinoss venture 

wac a llwr,y atahle at Rivaro.:ldo and Post vhioh burnod during tba Spolmne Fire 

1n l.IJ89. Be vas abl.o to aava his horses vhich ha later traded Ear a hoavr teom 

or horses and eince he had had oonaiderablo experieuoe in quarr;ring rocku 1 

bu1lding den-iob wd blasting, he purchased the Granite HJ.ll.a at Dishman, 

ha~ ID81J1' thOWJands ot tons or building rocks to Sprague alii Riverside 

Avenue buildings 1n Spokane wh!oh wra erected to replaoe tho i'rame buildings 

that had burned in the Spokane Fire arxl also tor tho Iavis & Clark Du1ld1nr,, 

Spokane County Court House, Saored Doarl Hoopital, Groat llortharn Dopot, 

Fort Wright buildings ard ma111 others. Mr. Dishman later set up a partnership 

with John R. Co:!~on a..'» incorporated the EBD\ Phd Granite Co. aai they- prooeoded 

to maDUtaoture oemant vhioh they could sell at 11..50 per barrelinstond or t9.00 

a barrellbr the aemen\ that had to be shippd in. Mr. Dishman later bought 

propert7 nt Argonnet aiXl the APJ>levay, present site or tho lambert Tourist Camp 
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r' aid ereoted a beaut11'Ul.) atoey bn:lld1ng. This building housed a hotel., 

a store and ~ postotfiae. Mrs. L. L. 1)ner vaa tbo tirst postmistrens. 

The building vas deatro.red b7 .tire a tev months attor completion. 

Hr. DJalmran oont1mted with his b~ proemm and later bullt the Bo-;d 

Conleo Build1ng, the Ico. Plant, tbo .Taokaon Soed Co. am also tlte D:l.ohmon 

(Mt;.Door Arena, lator to bocamo f'B!Iloun b)" the personal. appenranoe or f'istio 

notablas l1ko Domp::cy-, Striblln&, Sob:neling, Kotohell and maey- others. 

lcltor a dance hall., rol.ler-skatj_ng rink and rodeo grounds vero bullt and 

Mr. Dislman' a last construction vork vas the oreotion ot the Dishman 

Theatre building in 19.)81 seating SSO people 1 ~autit\Uly turnished 

throughout, ~having an arrangement ror !'roe parking ror capacit7 or h~a. 

!Jd.a vas built or conorete f'raD his own gravol pit. The town or Dishman 

gnv rapid~ in the ear]¥ 1900s atter completion or Valloy irrigation 

projoets aDi tho InlaDd Empire Eleotric railway. 

Mr. narrl.Dgton was tho tirat man to homaotead land in the Valloy and 
. 

vas tho soooDd DairJ'man. Dishman and Patterson vho hod the first lumbor Jdll 

in the Valle7, del:J:nrod lumber by horse 8111 wagon on a dirt road that 

vu none too good to Spokane ·nt rt.SO par thowmnd f'eat. Diahman nnd 

Pattorson also oporated a. grist mill. Mr. )f:ll.mr operated a pool ball aDl 

barber abop. other early bus!Diss men or the Diohman area were J. F. Brod, 
FE-LTj· FeLTs 

C.P. Price, Oscar Bainemar, L1 L. Tyner, J. B. Elwl)HI1 George Rte1ps. 

W. F. I~Cana, Georgo D. Grant, Fro.nlr Rogor, J. C. Fort,{ne and Charles Jlarden. 

~here an m&Jl1' others vho hel.ped to make Dishman and the Spokane 

Vall17. In tact 1 over:~ enrly resident had a part in dewlopiDg tho Villoy !reD 

a graoa-cowred waste to tho Gorden or Edon-like plaoe it nw is. 

1\en L. Dish111on 
6212 E. Twin Peak Circle 

Anaheim, California 92807 
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