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EARIXY HISTORY OF THE TOWN OF DISIMAN

Mr. A. T. Dishman, affectionatoly lmown ss tho "Fathor of Dishman camo

to the Spokane arca in 1888 from Kentucky. Iiis native state was Virglila.

The town of Dishman took its name when Mr. Dishman started his operatioms in

- 1889, Xt that ‘.b:bm., the Valley was entirely covered with bunoh-grass,
1lberally intorspersed with sunflowors. There were only 3 or 4 farms botween
Dlshman and Spokane at that time. The Road from Dishman to Spokane Bridge,
carresponded almost examctly with the ald Mullan Trajl. The farmers tried
raising apples but found diffdoulty in scouring the correct variety of apples
for tho olimate and soll and therefore they gradually discontinmued applo
growing except for hame use and bogan to grow those edibles which tho soil was
bettor adapted to, as thoj thon believed. Berries, grapes and molons grew
remarkably well in the Valley and later the ares farmers found the apple
industry a flourishing enterprise. M, Dislman's first business venture

wac a livory stable at Riverside and Post which burned during the Spoknne Fire
in 1889. He was ahlo to save his horses which he lator traded for a hoavy team
of horses and since he had had oonsiderable expsrience in quarrying rocks,
bullding derricks and blasting, he purchased the Granite Hllls at Dishman,
hauling many thousands of tons of bullding rocks to Sprogue and Riveraide
Avenus buildings in Spolmne whioh were erected to replace the frame buildinge
that had burned in the Spokane Fire and also for tho Lswis & Clark Building,
Spokane County Court House, Sacred Heart Hospital, Great Northern Depot,

Fort Wright buildings and many others., Mr. Dishman later set up a partnership
with John R. Co:aon and incorporated the East End Granite Co, and they proceoded
to mamfacture oement which they could sell at §1.50 per barrel instoad of $9.00
a barrel far the cement that had to be shipped in. Mr, Dishman later bought
property at Argonns and the Appleway, present site of tho lambert Tourist Camp




Pcge 8 The Dishman Family News

and ereoted a beautiful 3 story building. This building housed a hotel,

a stare and a postoffice., Mra. L. L. Tyner was tho first postmistress,

The building was destroyed by fire a few months aftor completion.

Mr. Dislman oontimied with his building program and later built the Boyd
Cenleo Bullding, the Ico Plant, tho Jackaon Soed Co. and also the Dishman
Out~Door Arena, lator to becoms famous by the personal appearance of fistio
notablaa like Dompzey, Stribling, Sohxeling, Ketelell and many others.
Iator a dance hall, roller-skating rink and rodeo grounds were built and
Mr. Dishman'se last construction work was the ereotion of the Dishman
Theatre building in 1938, seating 550 people, beautifully furnished
throughout, and having an arrangement for free parking for capacity of houss,
This was built of conorete from his own gravel pit. The toun of Dlshman
jr.w rapidly in the early 1900s af'ter completion of Valloy irrigmtion
rojocts and tho Inland Empire Eleetric rallway.

Mr. Darrington was tho first man to homsotead land in the Valloy and
vas tho sooond Dairyman. Dishman and Patterson who hod the first lumbor mill
in tho Valley, deliversd lumber by horse and wagon on & dirt road that
was none too good to Spekane at $7,50 par thousand feet. Dishman and
Pattorson a.'l.né oporated a. grist mill, Mr. Milmor operated a pool ball amd
barber shop. Other early business men of the Dishman area were J. F. Brod,

FELTS FGLTS
C.P. Price, Oscar Reinemer, Il L. Tymer, J. B. Phelps, George Fhedlpe,

. F. McCana, Georgo D. Grant, Frank Rogor, J. C. Fortyne and Charles liarden,

There were many others who helped to make Dishman and the Spokane
Valley. In fact, overy early resident had a part in developing the Valley fram
& graos-covered waste to the Garden of Eden-like place it now 1s.

Ben L. Dishman
6212 E. Twin Peak Circle
Anaheim, Califormia 92807




Ror,c_anoe of%ehievemntj------ -;_--F' N4
By A.‘I:.Diahgnp - Friday. Jan.?0.1939

Romance of &chiavement. Redio Spokeaman of the .rirat National Eank

- 3
W

_A LT (.
B

holbéd mceuany to mke of onr? ‘story,. tons.te

.Guest, to achieve tremsndous sucoeas as q_ bulder or thie part of

,n—-..-.--a-.u,b_.. P e X P ,—.... st Vel AR s S . -..:..§‘J-n-.;~nr.,_u

far'wlast.' ----M‘tectionate ly knoun al tﬁe "Father of D1 hnn

In vm.ung with ux-. Dlahman, ve neglectad to rmq qu}; Just now'he
- epent hin formt:lve yeara, but ot couraﬁ e lenxfned tt'm: ha waa

Petomao -+ - /9% Pt EE
horn on, a/w Farm 1n Virginia. 60 mnea £rom Washingbon D.c, 1n

Lo TV s LI

: 1865, :.n whnf. waa th.an known as tbe T:I.dewater country.--m'. Diehmn o s

- was, ncoompained to Spokane in 1888 by two brotham. nnd in that yoax',‘ R
started what wo later laarned,one of tbe most renarmable feats of,

/.

’\

T nams_ when ur. Diehman atarted his operatioqa 1n 1389, _' ¢

\'*vr - - o

:time, tbe Vaugy ms ent;rely coveroa wa.th Bunoh-Grasa uberauy ST

\.‘kgé,

1nterapersed w:.th sunnowera.--mere were only 3 oz- 4 Faivms between'

,.,\ ,

: growlng Appl.os, exoept for Ho:ns use. and 1natead began to grou thosé

gt T




-ﬁ'.

1n: a L:!.ver.y Btabl.e, wucn were then ag. :h:.ck ag.:

L’Mw-wa’h,’:‘k '“"'--

. FRURN MR gL e T B s i
In Auguat of !889. his uvery Stabla ¥as. completely burned down‘_ M_uj;
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