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WWill of Joseph Bright 
Bedford County, Virginia: Will Book 5, pp. 100-101 

In the name of God Amen. I Joseph Bright of the County of Bedford being of Sound mind and memory do make 
and establish this my Last will and testament in Manner and form following, Viz: 

Item – After the payment of all my Just debts I loan to my wife during her life one third part of my estate both real 
and personal of whatever description or kind it may be. 

Item – I give and bequeath to my daughters Addilla and Alba each one third part of my Estate, both real and 
personal of whatever description it may be to be enjoyed by them and their heirs forever also at the death of my 
wife the third part of my estate loaned to her as above to be equally divided between my said two daughters to 
be enjoyed by them and their heirs forever. 

Item – My will and desire is that my estate be kept together and that no division thereof be made so long as my 
wife and daughters continue single but so soon as either marry then to be divided agreeable to the above 
bequests. 

Item – In case either of my daughters should die leaving no child or children at her death my will and desire in that 
case is that all the property bequeathed to her as above be given to her surviving sister to be enjoyed by her and 
her heirs forever. 

Lastly – I do hereby appoint my beloved wife my Executrix and my brother Joshua Bright my executor. In testimony 
whereof I have hereunto set my hand and acknowledged this as my last Will and Testament this thirtieth day of 
May in the year eighteen hundred and eighteen. 

Joseph [X] Bright {seal} 

Signed Seal & acknowledged 
in presence of 

Balda McDaniel 
Charles Bright 
Christopher Tennerson 
 

At a Court held for Bedford County at the courthouse the 26th day of July 1819. This Last Will and Testament of 
Joseph Bright Decd. Was exhibited in Court and proven by the oath of Balda McDaniel, Charles Bright and 
Christopher Tennison three subscribing witnesses and ordered to be Recorded. And on the motion of ______ 
Bright and Joshua Bright Executors therein named who made oath & gave bond & security according to Law, 
Certificate is granted them for obtaining a probate thereof in due form. 

Teste 

J. Steptoe C.B.C 
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GGenealogical Analysis 
Will of Joseph Bright 

Bedford County, Virginia: Will Book 5, pp. 100-101 

 Joseph Bright 
o Resident of Bedford County, VA 
o Died between 30 May 1818 and 26 Jul 1819 

 Spouse 
o Not referred to by name 

 Children 
o Addilla Bright (daughter) 
o Alba Bright (daughter) 

 Others Mentioned 
o Witnesses 

 Balda McDaniel 
 Charles Bright 
 Christopher Tennerson/Tennison 

 Probate 
o 26 Jul 1819 
o Executors 

 Wife and brother Joshua Bright 






